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SPOTLIGHT

Thanks for meeting with me today, first let's get
your names.
Kellie: I'm Kellie Dodds, the President of 707 Cannabis
College and this is Donna King, who is the Director of
Education

Pearl:and I'm Pearl Moon, I'm the Vice President

Excellent thanks for making that distinction for ou r
readers, now how did the 707 Cannabis College
come into being?
Kellie: Well, kind of on a whim, Pearl Moon and I went
to Oaksterdam and we took the basic classes and we
took the advanced.  As much as we enjoyed the experi-
ence we saw the opportunity for a school that can go a
different direction.  We saw something that, we felt,
wasn't being offered by the other schools. Oaksterdam

being the first cannabis college in the US and in
California made themselves the model, and we should let
there be an opportunity to go beyond that model and
take a focus on organic sustainable gardening.

Donna: I have a little something to add to that.  There
was a meeting about our local post legalization economy
at our community center in, I think it was March or
around there.  They (Kellie & Pearl) had already been to
Oaksterdam at that time and knew that they needed to
start their own school.  Somebody standing behind us
said, ªWhy is the cannabis school in Oakland? Why don't
we have one in Humboldt?º  So something they had
been talking about really crystallized then and this idea
grew out of that.  We are extremely blessed to have the
climate that we have here and to able to grow the way
our growers are able to, producing the whole quality and

I know there are a few variations of educational programs related to the cannabis industry.  Some are
geared towards the history of the cannabis plant and the many uses and political issues that surround it.
Then of course there are classes and seminars that teach people about growing, most often indoors with
lights and other options. Others are aimed at those looking to enter the industry as something other than
a grower, like a dispensary owner or maybe how to start your own hydroponics store. Just about every-

thing is covered and these classes tend to reflect the local demand.  That can also leave certain things out and for
those interested in growing outdoors there has been little available, and for Humboldt California ther e was vir-
tually nothing.  That brings me to the 707 Cannabis College, a place started by some lovely ladies that really
want to share their knowledge with people who are interested in learning the way to do it outdoors in the
Humboldt lifestyle.  I was lucky enough to get a chance to talk with them during my latest visit, and they were
really wonderful to meet and interesting to listen to.
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thought of was a dis-
pensary.  That turned
out to not be the way
we wanted to go
because we couldn't
really share the medi-
cine that way. We
decided the best way
to really get the medi-
cine to those people
was a school to share
information about
legal access. 

So you would teach people how to grow for them-
selves rather than just essentially sell them medi-
cine?
Donna: Yes, we do teach people how to grow their own
medicine. A person might also choose to take our
Foundation course or one of the seminars to be a more
educated consumer. If they choose to purchase their
medicine from a dispensary, they will know to ask for
organic so they will not be using medicine contaminated
with pesticide and chemical fertilizers.  We want our
school to be about making cannabis and quality cannabis
a much more widely available medicine, its not just about
how we can use cannabis to make money.  Don't get me
wrong, none of us are opposed to people making money
in the industry but right now the law that we have is a

experience of cannabis that they can here. What we
want to do is to share the whole experience of cannabis.

When using outdoor cannabis through smoking or
ingesting an edible, there is a dimension of experiencing
the locale as well, compare it to how people experience
wine for example. The same types of grapes, from the
same vines produce a different wine each year because
the weather is different each year and the art of the wine
making is subtle and variable. With cannabis it's not all
about how much THC, CBD or CBN there is, or what
strain you have.  It's also about the soil and what's in it
and the microclimate but also the person who touched it
and loved it when they were growing it.

Donna:Oh absolutely, all that can be tasted and is sealed
in Emerald Triangle Marijuana, its unique in the world like
that.  That's what our school is all about, and we're try-
ing to share that concept. Anywhere people are able to
grow cannabis outdoors, it is possible to experience the
place and climate where it was produced, and that added
dimension is part of what makes outdoor organic premi-
um. We want consumers to understand this.

Pearl:For me, the school is about helping people whom
need access to the medicine.  When I talked to some of
the older people in this town I found that they couldn't
get the medicine and they needed it.  I was thinking, how
we could get to the people who need it. The first thing I
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law that allows people to grow their own medicine, until
that changes and then we could expand our mission.  We
are working strictly within the laws of California right
now, so we are strictly medical. 

Our deepest experience here is sustainable outdoor
organic, that's what we really know here.  Not to say that
everybody here does it that way, far from it and we deal
with other things.  However, there is a long and deep his-
tory of sustainable outdoor organic here and so that's
what we focus on teaching. I am not saying that indoor
grows can't produce quality or that we will never offer an
indoor class, but the carbon footprint of growing indoors
is so enormous.  When there is equipment that will offer
a lower carbon footprint standard, then we can and will
teach that class here, because we understand not every-
one is blessed with the opportunity we have and those
are the people deserve quality medicine as well. We are
not writing anyone off, but until then we focus on what
we do best, what we are internationally known for.  We
are a brand new school.

What classes do you offer at this time?
Donna:The basic class right now is called the foundation
course, and that has three classes in it.  A law class where
we look at what the current law is right now in
California, and for example we already had our first class
and the instructor did have information on the law for
those people not from this area. Then we have a health
applications class, and that is about cannabinoid con-
stituents and their best application.  As I'm sure your
readers know, THC does different things to the body
than CBD and CBN, teaching people that difference is
very important.  We teach the delivery methods that
should be most effective for your illness or condition.
Last we have a horticulture class and that is from start to

finish, starting with the seed.  How does it go in the
ground, what direction do you point the pointy end?
How do you care and nurture that all the way to cutting,
drying, curing, and storing your medicine to last for you
because if you are growing outdoors it will be until next
year at this time when you are going to have more, so it's
important to know all these pieces.

Kellie: Another drive for us is that there is a fairly large
void of knowledge as far as the end user or patient is
concerned.  They have a choice and too many are not
aware of it, but they have a choice between chemically
grown indoor mass produced medicines or they can ask
for and demand organically grown sustainable medicine.
We believe that there is a misnomer out there and many
people don't know that.  So many people think it just
grows like that.  Take that thought to the point where we
are at now and we look at it and say its good I'll buy that,
there is a huge leap.  It can be very subjective for one
thing.

Generally people I've seen around the world do the
same thing, we all generally inspect the cannabis
based on looks and its aroma, and we use the same
general concepts of what is supposed to be good
with slight preference differences while also look-
ing for the most trichomes we can find.
Kellie:See I think there is a very limited amount of infor-
mation provided to patients at this point.  We live in a
capitalistic society, and we all participate in that when we
buy medicine.  Right now there is no regulation so the
people who are distributing the medicine are also educat-
ing the patients, and they say hydro is the best there is
end of discussion.  We think that is subjective as well and
not really true to that degree.

Spotlight
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I have noticed that there are basically no knowl-
edge or experience requirements whatsoever need-
ed in any aspect involved in owning, running or in
any way working with a medical marijuana dispen-
sary at this time in California.
Kellie:We've been up and down the state and befriend-
ed many of them, but we've seen many dispensaries and
there are very few that educate their patients properly.

Donna: That's another area we want to focus on.
Teaching people already employed in the dispensary end
of the industry about the difference and value of outdoor
organic. Currently there is a lot of misinformation about
outdoor quality and potency. Currently because indoor
can be grown with such uniformity it is mistakenly
thought to be more potent and better. 

Do you work with a laboratory on testing cannabis
for CBD CBN and THC levels among other things?
Donna: As a school we don't work directly with a lab,
because we don't work with product.  We are just about
teaching our students what they need to know to either
produce their own quality medicine or purchase wisely
from a dispensary. We are definitely in favor of testing
and knowing the content so that a person can select the
strain that has high numbers of the cannabinoids need-
ed for a specific condition.  Our goal is an end user who
can read a package and know what they need to use to
treat their condition.  That will take education from us,
testing from another source, and dispensaries telling the
patients facts about cannabinoid profiles not just what
they heard or what will sell more medicine.

Kellie:We base our facts on science from research.  Like
Dr. William Courtney, he's basically our cannabis doctor.
He is the one on our advisory board that is the most edu-
cated about medical cannabis and he is driven to further
educate himself.  We believe in facts and educating peo-
ple on the reasons why they should but also why maybe
they shouldn't smoke cannabis as well. 

Donna: Certain anxiety disorders can be nega-
tively impacted by cannabis for example.

What do you think about the legalization
efforts in Oakland and how they will
impact you and your city?
Donna: Well, I understand the need for a city
that has many empty warehouses and many
unemployed citizens to address those problems
but I do not support large scale commercial
grows for money.  I think there is going to be a
place for that though because it's happening.
We want to focus on what we can do here and
that's not the direction that Humboldt is going.
I think Humboldt will take another approach to

legalization and regulation.

Kellie: It's about the name.  Go anywhere in the world
and you wear something that says Humboldt and you are
instantly a rock star.  Then people find out you actually
live here, its all over, people internationally know that
Humboldt is known for the best cannabis in the world.
We want to be for cannabis what Napa is for wine.

Donna:Now another thing has happened, and now peo-
ple just say their cannabis is from Humboldt even though
it's not, and we are looking forward to being able to
brand and prove to people what is really from here and
what is not.

Kellie: I think also we have a county government that is
interested in protecting the cannabis industry and that's a
blessing as well.  We have Joey Burger, and the Humboldt
Growers Association that are working on an ordinance
that will both support the county financially and protect
and support growers.

Pearl:And we raised him, so we're really proud now.

In your classes do you teach a specific program sta rt
to finish or do you explain a few options and tech-
niques?
Donna:Our horticulture class right now teaches what the
plant likes, the needs of the plant.  The plant needs cer-
tain conditions humidity wise, temperature wise, dirt
wise, they need a certain amount of nutrients.  So what
our horticulture teacher teaches is the requirements of
the plant and then some ways to achieve those require-
ments.  Our teacher is definitely the old school organic
method but he also talks about what kind of numbers
you would want to see on commercial nutrient products
for best results and what not use.  People think old
school means not scientific and that©s not the case.  If you
look at the old school methods scientifically you will see
they are effective. 

INTERVIEW WITH 707 CANNABIS COLLEGE



64 · Treating Yourself, Issue 26 - 2010

Now this is one of the other more interesting thing s
I heard about your school, but let me ask you about
it.  How do people attend your classes or learn you r
techniques and all the other things you teach?
Pearl:Great magazines like yours! 

Kellie:Well we©ve been very blessed with a great deal of
press interest and it's been very helpful with our current
budget.  Word of mouth, and of course the website,
707CannabisCollege.com. 

Donna:We did a little radio stuff and some TV stuff.  I©ve
done interviews with magazines and papers.

Kellie: We©ve had people from out of the country who
already want to attend, like France.  British Netherlands
Russia Japan Thailand, all over the world but only one
from Africa.  It blew me away.  That's why teaching via
the Internet is so important.

Donna: For us in our environment, we know it's hard to
get here.  It's about at least a day to get here from any-
where besides Eureka.  You©ve got to really want to be
here and you know, yes someone from France is signing
up for our class already and for him its a vacation its an
adventure its a cultural experience and he wants to learn
while he©s here.  That©s all good, combining a vacation
and cultural experience with an educational experience,
especially since the class only a weekend.  The reality
however is that we are not in an urban area our classes
are too small to be economically viable for us.  If we are
going to survive we are going to have to provide those
classes on line and that has been my intention all along.
We don©t want to have a giant classroom with 100 peo-
ple, that is not the type of educational experience we
want.  We want intimate educational experience where
the student, each and every student, can ask the ques-
tions they want.  So it was either do these things every
weekend, or offer these smaller intimate classes with the
teacher televised on line with a smart board so that peo-
ple attending on line can also ask questions.  We will also
offer some recorded videos where people can just watch
clips as well.

The ladies and I sat around and talked about all kinds of
different things.  We talked about the special place
where they live and all the wonderful things they can
experience up in Humboldt and how the cannabis
tourism industry could evolve.  The place is so booming
with life in every way from the river and the outdo or
activities people get into from camping & hunting t o
wild off-road vehicles and then redwood monster trees
and the numerous animals that live in the hills, I also
pointed out that Bigfoot and UFO's are even seen in
Garberville.  We discussed the importance of knowing
how to medicate safely, and all the different ways people

like to do that.  Juices and edibles will definitely be
something the ladies are very interested in educating
people about as well.  We talked about the differences in
how to grow organically and what constitutes an organ-
ic garden, and how they gear their classes to incorporate
all the old and new methods in doing that.  We also dis-
cussed the importance of having clean, safe access to
medicine that was grown organically and humanely.
Not to mention the importance of seeds becoming more
available to people who grow as well as the many prob-
lems associated and that we have created by growing
from clone.

Such interesting ladies, many of the things we discussed
were so wonderful.  We talked about hand trimming and
the new machines that trim, and we talked about the big
problems cannabis grown outdoors has gone through
with the flourishing of medical marijuana and the vari-
ous dispensaries all over California.  Like the concept of
basically less value for marijuana grown outdoors, and
then the idea that they do not agree with that indoor
weed is far more potent and more effective than outdoor
weed.  We talked about the potential places where they
could go to get their message out to more people and
they seemed very interested in doing that, but the invest-
ment is a little intimidating. 

They are just getting started but I expect this to be one
of the premiere schools in the cannabis industry, espe-
cially if you grow outdoors with Mother Nature.  Th ey
were somewhat forced into starting ahead of time, as
they can't keep any secrets in Humboldt, but soon they
plan on offering a variety of classes, some very small one
day courses, available to anyone who would like to
come and of course the revolutionary idea of offering all
these classes on the internet is going to make this a very
popular school.

That may have been your first chance to hear about the
707 Cannabis College.  Hopefully you will be able to use
the article to find more information about how you can
attend the school, www.707cannabiscollege.com or
call (707) 672- 9860. Maybe you have been thinking
about going to something like this but you can©t make
the drive yourself and now you can use this info to find
the ladies on the Internet so you can watch the classes at
home or maybe at a friends house, maybe even at work
if you can do it. 

Don't forget to check out www.FutureofFighting.com to
bet on fights and get the latest news about UFC and
Mixed Martial Arts, also www.RLDDVD.com for the very
best DVD about Amsterdam's Red Light District. Take it
easy, have fun, don't believe the hype and find what
works for you. Good luck.

Spotlight


